
Dr. Janet Allured    

Listen to the two-part TriPod series on interstate highways in New Orleans (“The Second Battle of New 
Orleans,” 10 minutes, and “The Monster:  Claiborne Avenue Before and After the Interstate,” 10 
minutes).   

This assignment asks you to write a coherent narrative in standard English and in complete sentences 
about institutional and structural racism. 

Racism acted out by individuals can be extremely harmful, even deadly, for its targets, but structural 
racism is even more pernicious.  Racism built into social structures and institutions often goes 
unrecognized because it operates outside the public view.  The dominant group (native-born WASPS, in 
our case), as a result, is unaware of how racism manifested itself in places like the built environment and 
in government programs.  For example, while blacks were drafted into a segregated military during 
World War II and black veterans were ostensibly eligible for the GI Bill, there were no laws prohibiting 
banks, mortgage companies, or colleges from discriminating based on race, religion or ethnicity.  Thus, 
black applicants were routinely turned down for business or home loans that were likely to be granted 
to similarly-situated whites, a practice known as “red-lining.”  Likewise, African Americans could not get 
into any “whites only” colleges, and even when they graduated from an HBCU, they were prevented 
from joining professional associations, like the local bar association and other such groups, in their 
areas.  They were ostracized and kept away from avenues to power.  So blacks continued to live in 
ghettoes, unable to purchase homes allowing them to move up and out, and unable to get capital to 
start their own businesses.   

Another example of structural racism is environmental pollution in black neighborhoods.  Because 
blacks were too powerless to prevent chemical companies from locating nearby and polluting their 
surroundings, places like Mossville (near Lake Charles) became smelly dumping grounds.   

It was also common for the powers-that-be (all of which were white in the 1950s) to run interstate 
highways through black neighborhoods, thereby irrevocably destroying what limited capital 
accumulation may have occurred by that point.  In this two-part TriPod episode, Laine Kaplan-Levenson 
discusses the decision to build I-10 above Claiborne Avenue in New Orleans and the damage it did to the 
black business district.  Explain what happened and then answer the following prompts: 

Laine Kaplan-Levenson asked people why they allowed that to happen.  What was the answer?  Use 
their response as a jumping off point to discuss at least ONE major gain of the black freedom struggle in 
the post-war period.  How and why did that change occur, and what did it mean for Louisiana’s black 
community? 

 


